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APRIL 2016
Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):  
Allison Alcorn's article, "Cecil Adkins: Master of  One--from the Monochord to the 
Trumpet Marine," was published in the Spring 2016 Newsletter of  the American Musical 
Instrument Society.  Her IDS 121 Texts and Contexts class had additional Skype 
experiences with Dr. Emanuele Marconi, Conservator at the National Music Museum, 
and with Dr. Marie Ross, early music clarinetist based in Cologne, Germany. 
Mark Babbitt presented a children's program on WTVP in Peoria. Nearly 80 children 
and adults were in attendance. At the beginning of  the month he was the featured 
soloist with the San Francisco Wind Ensemble, conducted by Martin Seggelke.  
 
Glenn Block reports that the ISU Symphony Orchestra performed its annual 
concerto-aria concert in March with soloists Michael Pranger, trumpet, and Daniel 
Gallagher, flute, under the direction of  guest conductor Allan Dennis, music director 
of  the Midwest Young Artists program of  greater Chicago.  The ISU Symphony's final 
concert this season will be in April with guest conductor Maestro Guillermo 
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Upcoming SOM meetings: 
4/5/16 
•  Advisory @ 11am 
4/7/16 
•  Hist/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Music Ed @ 11am 
4/12/16 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
•  Convocation @ 11am 
4/15/16 
•  Hist/Theory/Comp @ 11am 
•  Curriculum 
4/19/16 
•  Equipment @ 11am 
4/26//16 
•  Faculty @ 11am 
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Mark Babbitt performing at WTVP in Peoria.
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Scarabino, artistic director of  the famed Teatro Colon in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.  Meanwhile, Glenn is still on 
sabbatical this semester.  He is conducting in April in 
Vietnam with the National Orchestra of  Vietnam with 
ISU professor emeritus Paul Borg. In May - June, 
Glenn will be conducting in Italy for four weeks, and in 
July will return to South America to conduct again in 
Paraguay, Argentina, Uruguay. 
Karyl Carlson and the ISU Madrigal Singers, 
performed with the Illinois Symphony Orchestra and 
Alastair Willis in their recent Bloomington and 
Springfield concerts, “Last Night at the Proms,” 
featuring music from the United Kingdom.  The 
Madrigals sang Ralph Vaughan-Williams idyllic 
“Serenade to Music” and a world-premier arrangement 
of  “O Danny Boy” by ISU Men’s Glee Club conductor 
Mark Grizzard.   On March 15 Karyl was a guest 
speaker for Roy Magnuson’s composition class.  She  
discussed some of  the current industry trends, challenges 
of  composing for various choral voicings, followed by a 
lively Q & A.  On March 22 the Morrison High School 
Chamber Choir, under the direction of  alumna 
Meagan Zahora (’13), visited ISU and sang with the 
Concert Choir.  They also performed and did a clinic 
with Dr. Carlson. 
David Collier served as Percussion Coordinator for the 
Music for All National Honor Ensembles.  He was the 
on-site Percussion Coordinator for the 2016 Honor 
Band of  America under the direction of  Mr. Richard 
Floyd.  David also performed as timpanist with Illinois 
Symphony Orchestra on March 18 and 19 in the “Last 
Night of  the Proms” concert in Bloomington and in 
Springfield.  
Geoffrey Duce was a guest artist at Millikin University 
in Decatur.  He gave a piano masterclass to four students 
and played a solo recital in Kaeuper Hall. 
Martha Horst's song "Thursday, 1916" was 
performed throughout Finland by Fulbright Fellow 
Simon Barrad. 
Joshua Keeling's piece "Prestidigitations", for 
saxophone nonet, was premiered by Paul Nolen and 
nine ISU saxophone students on March 11 at the North 
American Saxophone Alliance Conference at Texas 
Tech University.  They will perform it again as part of  
the Red Note Festival on Thursday, April.  Pianist 
Brooks Hafey premiered two new solo pieces, 
"Gravitons," and "Neutrinos," at Chadron State College 
in Chadron, NE, on March 14.  Josh also presented to 
the students and faculty on his music and gave 
composition lessons. 
Kate Lewis reports that the ISU ASTA Chapter won 
the Outstanding Student Chapter Award.  She also 
presented a session on collegiate string pedagogy classes 
at the ASTA National Conference in Tampa, FL. 
Additionally, she was joined by two current 
undergraduate String Project teaching assistants, 
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The Madrigal Singers rehearsing with the Illinois Symphony.
David Collier with the Honor Band of  America Percussion Section. 
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Alex Foote and Abigail Dreher, on a short 
presentation on TA assessment in String Projects during 
the String Project best practice session.  Kate and 
Adriana Ransom were awarded a Teaching 
Innovations Grant from CTLT for their “Project 
Modernization Initiative” for String Project.  They will 
be purchasing iPads for String Project to assist in teacher 
evaluation, classroom exploration, and supervisor sanity. 
Tom Marko traveled to Washington State University in 
March to present a guest recital of  his compositions 
(featuring WSU jazz faculty) and a masterclass on 
composing for small jazz ensembles.  Additionally, he 
was an adjudicator for the Indiana State School Music 
Association (ISSMA) Jazz and Show Choir State Finals 
in Indianapolis, IN. 
Rose Marshack's ATK380 "Selected Topics in Arts 
Technology" class is creating Virtual Reality content for 
an upcoming alumni event that will take place in 
Chicago in June.  Students are creating experiences for 
Google Cardboard and Oculus Rift that evoke life at 
ISU throughout the past decades.  
Kim McCord presented “Solutions for Including 
Students with Disabilities in General Music” and 
“Solutions for Including Students with Disabilities in 
Ensembles” for the Music and Arts teacher in-service in 
Elgin, IL.  She also gave a guest lecture, “Including 
Students with Disabilities in Music,” at Illinois Wesleyan 
University.  In April she will serve as an adjudicator for 
the University of  Northern Colorado Jazz Festival and 
attend board meetings in Atlanta, GA of  the National 
Association for Music Education (NAfME) and the  
Mountain Lake Colloquium on General Music 
Methods.  Kim also wants you to know about the  
Metcalf  School 7th/8th Rock Band and Music Jam, 
Rock Band for Adults with Disabilities, on April 18 in 
Hayden Auditorium at 5:30 p.m., and the  
Metcalf  Orffcats concert on April 19 in Hayden 
Auditorium.  An Orffcats tour will follow on April 20.  
In addition, the Advanced General Music Methods class 
(MUS263) spent two days teaching at Zapata 
Elementary School in the Chicago Public Schools.  
Zapata music teacher and alumna Grace Urrutia 
hosted and turned over her kindergarten through 7th 
grade classes to MUS 263 students.  
Adriana Ransom presented “Prepare and Conquer: 
Supplementary Etudes for the Intermediate Cello 
Concertos” at the 2016 American String Teachers 
Association (ASTA) National Conference, held in 
Tampa, Florida.  As the Student Chapter chair of  
ASTA, Dr. Ransom also led a two-hour session for 
student chapters from across the nation at the 
conference.  She created a poster presentation 
highlighting the ISU String Project for the National 
String Project Consortium (NSPC) Best Practices 
sessions and presented a segment on building 
community at the NSPC Pre-Conference workshop.  Dr. 
Ransom performed a solo recital, assisted by cello
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MUS 263 student Sidney Megeff  teaching a kindergarten class 
completely in Spanish at Zapata Elementary School.  
Kate Lewis, Adriana Ransom, and students with their ASTA 
Outstanding Student Chapter Award.
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student Mavi Goydy Rios, at the March 13 Music at 
the Manor Series. 
Andy Rummel traveled to the University of  Memphis 
recently for a guest artist recital accompanied by Arthur 
Hart on piano.  In addition to the recital, he taught a 
masterclass to the tuba-euphonium studio as well as 
several private lessons to undergraduate and graduate 
students. Prior to the trip south, Andy and Tim  
Schachtschneider visited Andy’s alma mater, 
Delavan Elementary School, to participate in the 
school-wide Fine Arts Day.  They were the culminating 
performance in the day-long event and performed for 
entire student body of  the elementary school -- all 250 
of  them!  They spent 45 minutes performing duets for 
the children, discussing the history of  the instrument, 
and worked to dispel many tuba stereotypes (while 
perhaps reinforcing a few others). 
Carl Schimmel’s work, "Woolgatherer's 
Chapbook," received performances in New Orleans 
and Covington, LA by the Louisiana Philharmonic 
Orchestra in mid-March.  His residency there 
included pre-concert talks and presentations to the 
New Orleans Center for Creative Arts and the 
University of  New Orleans.  The Iridium Quartet (of  
which Paul Nolen is a member) performed Carl’s 
second saxophone quartet "Peregrinations in Praise 
of  The One Who Observes the Sounds of  the World" 
at the North American Saxophone Alliance 
Conference in Lubbock, Texas. The same piece was 
also performed in March by the Edmonton 
Saxophone Quartet at the NOW HEAR THIS 
Festival in Edmonton, Alberta.  The ensemble 
"Present-Continuous" presented his work "The 
Alphabet turn'd Posture Master" several times in 
North Carolina and Tennessee this month, as well. 
David Snyder performed on horn with the 
Heartland Festival Orchestra on March 19.  His brass 
students in the Central Illinois Youth Symphony also 
participated in this side-by-side performance of  
Bernstein’s West Side Story.  David also conducted the 
District 186 All-All-City Band in Springfield on  
March 22.  Alumna Christine (Keyes) Braswell 
invited him to conduct. 
Michelle Vought has been invited to give two 
presentations in Glasgow, Scotland this coming  July at 
the International Society for Music Education 
International Conference. 
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates 
4/3	 Wind Symphony @ 3pm - CPA 
4/4	 RED NOTE New Music Festival @ 8pm - KRH 
4/5	 RED NOTE New Music Festival @ 8pm - KRH 
4/6	 RED NOTE New Music Festival @ 8pm - KRH  
4/7	 RED NOTE New Music Festival @ 8pm - KRH      
4/8	 Jazz Festival w/Randy Brecker @ 8pm - CPA 
4/9	 Jazz Festival w/Randy Brecker @ 8pm - CPA 
4/10	 Percussion Ensemble @ 7pm - CPA 
4/10	 Concert Choir @ 7:30pm - 1st Pres. Normal  
4/11	 Geoffrey Duce/J. Cooper @ 8pm - KRH 
4/12	 Music Factory @ 8pm - KRH 
4/13	 Piano Project @ 7:30pm - KRH 
4/14	 Student Chamber Music @ 7:30pm - KRH 
4/16	 Jr. High Concert Band Fest @ all day - CPA 
4/17	 Symphonic Winds @ 3pm - CPA 
4/17 	 Symphony Orchestra @ 7pm - CPA 
4/18	 String Bass Ensemble @ 7:30pm - CH 212 
4/18	 Chamber Winds @ 8pm - KRH 
4/19	 Faculty Brass Quintet @ 8pm - CPA 
4/20	 Guitar Studio @ 7:30pm - KRH 
4/21	 Symphonic Band/University Band @ 8pm - CPA 
4/21	 Collaborative Piano @ 8pm - KRH 
4/22	 HS Concert Band Festival @ all day - CPA 
4/23	 HS Concert Band Festival @ all day - CPA 
4/24	 Choral Collage @ 1pm - CPA 
4/24	 Wind Symphony @ 4pm - CPA 
4/30	 String Project Concert @ 11am - CPA 
5/1	 CSA Spring Concert @ 2pm - KRH 
5/7	 CFA Spring Commencement @ 7pm - BSC 
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Follow Up With Students! 
Please remember to follow up with students who have 
been offered fall 2016 admission to the School of  
Music.  A friendly message or an invitation to return to 
campus may be all it takes to get a student to choose 
Illinois State University. 
